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TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES - NGAANYATJARRA LANDS 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [12.12 pm]:  Last Thursday, I had the 
pleasure of flying to Warburton to sign an agreement that signals the start of a $4 million upgrade to 
telecommunications services in the Ngaanyatjarra lands, a vast area near the Western Australian, South 
Australian and Northern Territory borders.  Ngaanyatjarra lands cover nearly 160 000 square kilometres and its 
communities have never had access to reliable telephone services.  However, under the new agreement, six of 
Western Australia’s most remote communities - Warburton, Jameson, Blackstone, Wingellina, Wanarn and 
Warakurna - will have improved telecommunications and access to broadband services.  Telstra has won the 
tender for the project, which is expected to be finished in 2008. 
During my visit, I saw how improved telephone services will have a significant positive effect on the 
community, especially in the areas of health, education, justice and business.  Providing access to the Internet 
and facilities such as videoconferencing will provide improved health outcomes through telehealth, remote 
consulting, and training and education for health workers and residents.  The new infrastructure will also allow 
for the expansion of educational services with virtual classes for primary and secondary students and wider 
access to tertiary courses.  It will also support a permanent police presence in Warburton and Warakurna and 
facilitate other government services such as justice and community development.  It will improve the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the Shire of Ngaanyatjarraku’s services and the operation of local indigenous 
businesses.  Hopefully, all these developments will help create improved economic development opportunities 
for all citizens in the region. 
This is a tremendous project for the region that could not have taken place without the commitment of the local 
shire, the local Aboriginal communities and the Department of Industry and Resources.  I thank all the people 
involved, because this is a project that will have a profound impact on the lifestyles of this group of Western 
Australians. 
 


